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From the Compendium to the Catechism paragraphs: 409 – 414


Where can one find the most complete realisation of the common good?


The most complete realisation of the common good is found in those political communities 
which defend and promote the good of their citizens and of intermediate groups without 
forgetting the universal good of the entire human family.


How does one participate in bringing about the common good?


All men and women according to the place 
and role that they occupy participate in 
promoting the common good by respecting 
just laws and taking charge of the areas for 
which they have personal responsibility 
such as the care of their own family and 
the commitment to their own work.  
Citizens also should take an active part in 
public life as far as possible.


	 	 	 	 	 


SOCIAL JUSTICE


How does society ensure social justice?


Society ensures social justice when it respects the dignity and the rights of the person as the 
proper end of society itself.  Furthermore, society pursues social justice, which is linked to 
the common good and to the exercise of authority, when it provides the conditions that allow 
associations and individuals to obtain what is their due.  


On what is human equality based?


All persons enjoy equal dignity and fundamental 
rights insofar as they are created in the image of the 
one God, are all endowed with the same type of 
rational soul, have the same nature and origin, and are 
called in Christ, the one and only Saviour, to the same 
divine beatitude.


How are we to view social inequalities?


There are sinful social and economic inequalities which affect millions of human beings.  
These inequalities are in open contradiction to the Gospel and are contrary to justice, to the 
dignity of persons, and to peace.  There are, however, differences among people caused by 
various factors which enter into the plan of God.  Indeed, God wills that each might receive 



what he or she needs from others and that those endowed with particular talents should share 
them with others.  Such differences encourage and often oblige people to the practice of 
generosity, kindness and the sharing of goods.  They also foster the mutual enrichment of 
cultures.


How is human solidarity manifested?


Solidarity, which springs from human and Christian brotherhood, is manifested or shown in 
the first place by the just distribution of goods, by a fair remuneration for work and by zeal 
for a more just social order.  The virtue of solidarity also practices the sharing of the spiritual 
goods of faith which is even more important than sharing material goods.





It is essential that every Catholic has access to good Catechesis to be able to deepen their faith.  The 
Diocese of Plymouth recommends the many Catechetical Workshops from 'Franciscan at Home,’ for 
more information on access to these and online or real group sessions contact 
deborah.vankroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk



