
 

 

Please contact us: 
The Presbytery 
Old Mill Lane 
Marnhull 
Dorset 
DT10 1JX 
Tel: 01258 820388 
Mobile: 07432 404358 
marnhull@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Fr Onyebuchi Cletus Ibeka 
cletus.ibeka@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Deacon James Mackain-Bremner 
james.mackain-
bremner@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Deacon Michael Turnbull 
michael.turnbull@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Parish Secretary 
Harriet Cornwall 
marnhull@prcdtr.org.uk 
Office hours: Mon & Fri 9am-3pm 
Weds 9am-1pm 
Mobile: 07432 404358 
Parish Website 
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 
 
Parish Safeguarding Rep 
Barbara Turnbull 
07910 663392  
The Catholic Safeguarding Re-
sources 
https://
www.catholicsafeguarding.org.uk/
parish-resources 
 
Our Lady’s Church 
Old Mill Lane, 
Marnhull  
Dorset  DT10 1JX 
 
St Benedict’s Church 
Cemetery Rd, 
Gillingham SP8 4AZ  
 
Parish School (Headteacher Mrs 
Sharon Betts) 
St Mary’s RC Primary School, 
Old Mill Lane, Marnhull, Dorset 
DT10 1JX 
www.stmarymarnhull.dorset.sch.uk 
ofice@stmarymarnhull.dorset.sch.uk 

OUR LADY’S, MARNHULL AND 

ST BENEDICT’S, GILLINGHAM 

W E L C  O M E 
PARISH PRIEST: FATHER ONYEBUCHI CLETUS IBEKA 

Deacons: Rev. Deacon James Mackain-Bremner 
 Rev. Deacon Michael Turnbull 

Marnhull RC Parish is part of Plymouth Roman Catholic Diocese 

Registered Charity No. 213227  

5th Week in ordinary time                            9th February  2025 

Day Place Time Celebrating 

Sun 9th Feb   

Marnhull 9am  Holy Mass 

FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY 

TIME 
Gillingham 11am Holy Mass 

Marnhull 6pm  Holy Mass 

Mon 10th Feb Marnhull 
9.30am  Holy Mass 
followed by Rosary 

St Scholastica 
Memorial 

Tues 11th Feb  NO MASS  

Weds 12th 
Feb 

Gillingham 
10am Holy Mass 
followed by Rosary 

 

Thurs 13th 
Feb 

Marnhull NO MASS  

Fri 14th Feb Gillingham 

5pm Confession, 
Evening Prayer,  
Adoration 
6pm Holy Mass 

St Cyril Monk &  
St Methodius 

FEAST 

Sat 15th Feb Marnhull 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Memorial 
10am Holy Mass 
Confession 

Please pray for those who are ill 
David Paris, Coral Harrow, Betty Walford, Joyce West, Barbara Frost, Tony White, 
Bob Horton, Hilary Drake, Sarah Mackay, Brian White, John Graham, Jane Raw, 
Rory Herbert, Norma Wilcox. 

Sunday Readers:  Our Lady’s 9am: Rosie Goorun ;  St Benedict’s: Susie; Our 
Lady’s 6pm: Christine/ 

Confession 
Please ring Fr Cletus on 
01258 820388 to arrange an 
appointment outside of the 
times listed above. 

If anyone knows anyone who is 
sick or housebound and would like 
a visit, please let Fr Cletus or the 
Deacons know. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Sunday 9th February 9.00am:  Frances Crouch 
Monday 10th  February 9.30am:  Mary Lacon 

 

 

Please pray for the repose of the 

soul of 

Ted Elmore 

 Who died peacefully on 2nd 

February 2025 

May he Rest in Peace 

World Day for the Sick 11th February 
For all who are sick; may they be restored 
to fullness of health or come to know digni-
ty in their suffering. 
For doctors, nurses and all who care for the 
sick and the dying; may they bring Christ’s 
love and compassion to all whom they care 
for. 
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**New** We welcome Fr Cletus back this weekend with much joy.  We have been blessed to have Mass 
celebrated for us in his absence by Father Anthony Cockram who has sent the following message: 
 “Supply work takes us all over the Diocese; and although leading worship is always a blessing , it is especially 
so when you feel that you are becoming a part of the family! I don’t think we have ever experienced such a welcome, 
and we were especially moved by the farewells which we received at both churches after Candlemas. Thank you too, 
for making Susan so very welcome. Catholic priests don’t usually have a wife and we are very aware that this can be 
quite strange for some folk.  At Marnhull and Gillingham, it just wasn’t an issue and that was a tremendous bonus. 
 Please, also thank your congregations for their generous gifts. Every kindness, every word of thanks is a real 
sign of the way in which God’s grace is always at work; and it would be good if you would let your people know that 
their ministry to us in this way, has been so very important and welcome.” 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

**New** "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor." Recent Sunday readings were a timely reminder to us all of the Church's mission to spread the Good 
News of the Gospel, in Greek 'the Evangelion'. As St Teresa expressed so famously, WE are now God's hands, feet etc 
to go out to the whole world in the place of Christ. How we offer witness as individuals is just that: we may not be 
called to go out on the missions or stand on street corners or preach but as St Peter wrote, "the body does not con-
sist of one member but of many."  We can all witness simply through how we live as Christians; we also have a re-
sponsibility to witness through what we say when those opportunities arise to share our Baptismal hope. St Peter 
also wrote:   "Always be prepared to make a defence to anyone who calls you to account for the hope you have in you, 
yet do it with gentleness and love."   As Ezra gave the people the meaning of the Law so that the people understood, 
so we all need to understand our faith as much as we can and how to express it with confidence, even just in a few 
words, to those we meet in our daily lives. As Pilgrims of Hope, learning about faith is ongoing! Our Parish  group 
meets generally on the third Thursday of the month for about an hour with a short period of Adoration followed by 
the sharing of encounters (and sometimes missed opportunities from which we can learn), plus planning for the fu-
ture through the liturgical Calendar, studying the Catechism and Scriptures (watch this space), local events, and 
reaching out to others: the lapsed, other Christians and those many who have little knowledge of Christ and His 
Church. Next meeting: Thursday 20th February after 9.30 Mass but other times could be arranged. Do come and 
see what help we can give each other to share our beautiful faith. Speak to Deacon James for further information. 
Tony Moore 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Lent Talks and Lunches: Churches Together Marnhull 
Lent talks will begin on Friday, 7 March at 12 midday and continue every subsequent Friday in Lent finishing on 11 
April. The talks will last for 30 minutes and will be followed by a light lunch, the proceeds of which will be donated to 
the food bank.  The subject of this year’s talks is prayer, and over the six weeks we will reflect on the importance of 
prayer in the life of a Christian. The leaders will invite those present to experience different forms of prayer: Lectio, 
Ignatian, Celtic, Prayer of Silence, Our Father. All talks are open to all denominations. Our Lady’s will lead the talks on 
21st March and 11th of April.  Please note that we will only be able to offer lunch after three of the talks. This is be-
cause there is a clash between the village lunches and Lent lunches. Lunch will be offered on the 14th, 21st and 28th 
March. Our Lady’s will provide lunch on 21st March. The tradition of ecumenical Lent talks is an old one in Marnhull, 
and it provides a significant witness to our shared faith. Please come and listen and enjoy a bowl of soup with  
wonderful company. Jacintha. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
UNBOUND – a practical guide: 15th February, 10-3pm, Buckfast Abbey Conference Centre 
A day of practical guidance on the spiritual battle of life and how inner healing and deliverance can give us true free-
dom in Christ. The day is being led by Sue Walsh the National Co-ordinator of Unbound Prayer ministry UK.  Bookings 
through plymouth-crownhill@prcdtr.org.uk Enquiries: 01752 701660.  
------------------------------------------------- 
**New** Plymouth Diocese, News & Events - click on the link Pilgrims Of Hope Plymouth - including an encour-
aging reflection and video message from Canon Paul Cummins on the theme of our Jubilee Year: Pilgrims Of Hope . 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
**New** Pilgrim passports are now available at the back of the church 
For Information on the Pilgrims of Hope Church Pilgrimages, please see our website:  https://
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk/newsletter 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
**New** Ending Child Poverty 
Child poverty levels have remained alarmingly high over the last decade. Caritas Plymouth supports the call from the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference (CBCEW) to lift the two-child benefit cap as one of the ways in which we can help thou-
sands of children out of poverty. We invite people to join the CBCEW campaign by writing to your local MP. It will 
take just two minutes to follow the link below and make your voice heard to end the two-child benefit cap: Take ac-
tion on the two-child cap policy - Catholic Bishops' Conference 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
**New** ADoRE spiritual mini-retreat 22nd February 10.00-1.00 on Zoom. "PILGRIMS OF HOPE – THE HOLY 
SPIRIT IS OUR GUIDE.” Including Mass, Adoration, Praise, Prophecy, Prayer for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and inspir-
ing guest speaker Gerry Penfold. Please register for the free Zoom meeting in advance at  //bit.ly/ADOREFEB2025 
More information at www.altonrenewal.com  
------------------------------------------------- 
**New** Flame 2025, Saturday 15th March 2025 
Flame is aimed at young people aged 13- 23. The Diocese will be taking 2 coaches of young people one coach start-
ing from Plymouth, picking up on route through Devon. The other coach will be taking a group from Dorset. Flame is 
a series of speakers and bands from across the world. This year’s lineup includes: lily Jo; Guvna B; Bear Grylls and 
Bryan Enriqiez amongst others. Young people are always very inspired by the event. For more details about the pro-
gramme: https://cymfed.org.uk/flame/ Tickets are £35 to include entry and travel. To book: https://
forms.office.com/e/xFz6K2Vkd7  For further information contact, Saskia: youth@prcdtr.org.uk  
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