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From the Compendium to the Catechism paragraphs: 1- 8 


WHAT IS THE PLAN OF GOD FOR MAN?


God, infinitely perfect and blessed in Himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man 
to make him share in His own blessed life.  In the fullness of time, God the Father sent His 
Son as the Redeemer and Saviour of mankind, fallen into sin, thus calling all into His Church 
and, through the work of the Holy Spirit, making them adopted children and heirs of His 
eternal happiness.


	 	 	 	 MAN’S CAPACITY FOR GOD

WHY DOES MAN HAVE A DESIRE FOR GOD ?


God Himself, in creating man in His own image, has written upon his heart the desire to see 
Him.  Even if this desire is often ignored, God never ceases to draw man to himself because 
only in God will he find and live the fullness of truth and happiness for which he never stops 
searching.  By nature and by vocation, therefore, man is a religious being, capable of entering 
into communion with God. This intimate and vital bond with God confers on man his 
fundamental dignity.





IS IT POSSIBLE TO KNOW GOD WITH ONLY THE LIGHT OF HUMAN REASON ?


Starting from creation - that is from the world and from the human person - through reason 
alone one can know God with certainty as the origin and end of the universe, as the highest 
good and as infinite truth and beauty.


IS THE LIGHT OF REASON ALONE SUFFICIENT TO KNOW THE MYSTERY OF GOD ?


In coming to a knowledge of God by the light of reason alone man experiences many 
difficulties. Indeed, on his own he is unable to enter into the intimacy of the divine mystery.  
This is why he stands in need of being enlightened by God’s revelation, not only about those 
things that exceed this understanding, but also about those religious and moral truths which 
of themselves are not beyond the grasp of human reason, so that even in the present condition 

“You are great, O Lord, and greatly to be 
praised… You have made us for yourself 
and our heart is restless until it rests in 

you”. Saint Augustin of Hippo.



of the human race, they can be known by all with ease, with firm certainty and with no 
admixture of error.


HOW CAN WE SPEAK ABOUT GOD ?


By taking as our starting point the perfections of man and of the other creatures which are a 
reflection, albeit a limited one, of the infinite perfection of God, we are able to speak about 
God with all people. We must, however, continually purify our language insofar as it is 
image-bound and imperfect, realising that we can never fully express the infinite mystery of 
God.


	 	 	 	 THE REVELATION OF GOD

WHAT DOES GOD REVEAL TO MAN ?


God in His Goodness and Wisdom reveals Himself. With deeds and words, He reveals 
Himself and His plan of loving goodness which He decreed from all eternity in Christ.  
According to this plan, all people by the grace of the Holy Spirit are to share in the Divine 
Life as adopted “sons” in the only begotten Son of God.


WHAT ARE THE FIRST STAGES OF GOD’S REVELATION ?


From the very beginning, God manifested Himself to our first parents, Adam and Eve, and 
invited them to intimate communion with Himself.  After their fall, He did not cease His 
revelation to them but promised salvation for all their descendants.  After the flood, He made 
a covenant with Noah, a covenant between Himself and all living beings.


WHAT ARE THE NEXT STAGES OF GOD’S REVELATION ? 


God chose Abram, calling him out of his country, making him 
“the father of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:5), and 
promising to bless in him “all the nations of the earth” 
(Genesis 12:3).  The people descended from Abraham would 
be the trustee of the divine promise made to the patriarchs.  
God formed Israel as His chosen people, freeing them from 
slavery in Egypt, establishing with them the covenant of 
Mount Sinai, and, through Moses, giving them His law.  The 

prophets proclaimed a radical redemption of the people and a salvation which would include 
all nations in a new and everlasting covenant.  From the people of Israel and from the house 
of King David, would be born the Messiah, Jesus.


It is essential that every Catholic has access to good Catechesis to be able to deepen their faith.  The 
Diocese of Plymouth recommends the many Catechetical Workshops from 'Franciscan at Home,’ for 
more information on access to these and online or real group sessions contact 
deborah.vankroonenburg@prcdtr.org.uk


