
 

 

Please contact us: 
The Presbytery 
Old Mill Lane 
Marnhull 
Dorset 
DT10 1JX 
Tel: 01258 820388 
Mobile: 07432 404358 
marnhull@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Fr Onyebuchi Cletus Ibeka 
cletus.ibeka@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Deacon James Mackain-Bremner 
james.mackain-
bremner@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Deacon Michael Turnbull 
michael.turnbull@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
Parish Secretary 
Harriet Cornwall 
marnhull@prcdtr.org.uk 
Office hours: Mon & Fri 9am-3pm 
Weds 9am-1pm 
Mobile: 07432 404358 
Parish Website 
www.marnhullandgillinghamrc.org.uk 
 
Parish Safeguarding Rep 
Barbara Turnbull 
07910 663392  
The Catholic Safeguarding Resources 
https://
www.catholicsafeguarding.org.uk/
parish-resources 
 
Our Lady’s Church 
Old Mill Lane, 
Marnhull  
Dorset  DT10 1JX 
 
St Benedict’s Church 
Cemetery Rd, 
Gillingham SP8 4AZ  
 
Parish School (Headteacher Mrs 
Sharon Betts) 
St Mary’s RC Primary School, 
Old Mill Lane, Marnhull, Dorset 
DT10 1JX 
www.stmarymarnhull.dorset.sch.uk 
office@stmarymarnhull.dorset.sch.uk 

OUR LADY’S, MARNHULL AND 

ST BENEDICT’S, GILLINGHAM 

W E L C  O M E 
PARISH PRIEST: FATHER ONYEBUCHI CLETUS IBEKA 

Deacons: Rev. Deacon James Mackain-Bremner 
 Rev. Deacon Michael Turnbull 

Marnhull RC Parish is part of Plymouth Roman Catholic Diocese 
Registered Charity No. 21322 

4th week of Advent                            22nd  December 2024 

Day Place Time Celebrating 

Sun 22nd Dec 

Marnhull 9am  Holy Mass 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

 

Gillingham 11am Holy Mass 

Marnhull 6pm   Holy Mass 

Mon 23rd Dec Marnhull 
9.30am Holy Mass 
followed by Rosary 

 

Tues 24th Dec  

Gillingham 6pm Holy Mass VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY 
OF THE LORD  

OBL. SOLEMNITY Marnhull 8pm Holy Mass 

Weds 25th 
Dec  

Marnhull 9am Holy Mass THE NATIVITY OF THE 
LORD 

OBL. SOLEMNITY Gillingham 11am Holy Mass 

Thurs 26th 
Dec 

Marnhull 9.30am Holy Mass 
St Stephen, Protomartyr 

Feast 

Fri 27th Dec  Gillingham 6pm Holy Mass 
St John the Apostle 

Feast 

Sat 28th Dec Marnhull 10am Holy Mass 
The Holy Innocents 

Feast 

Please pray for those who are ill 
David Paris, Coral Harrow, Betty Walford, Joyce West, Barbara Frost, Tony White, 

Bob Horton, Hilary Drake, Jan Carson, Sarah Mackay, Brian White, John Gra-
ham, Jane Raw, Trevor Baker. 

Sunday Readers:  Our Lady’s 9am: ; St Benedict’s:  Meriel;  Our Lady’s 6pm: 
Jacintha 

Confession: Please ring Fr 
Cletus on 01258 820388 to ar-
range an appointment outside of 
the times listed above 

If anyone knows anyone who is 
sick or housebound and would 
like a visit, please let Fr Cletus 
or the Deacons know. 

 

 

Mass Intention on Sunday 22nd December, 9am: The Repose of the 
Souls of the Mowbray, Coleman and Winner Families 

Please remember that there will be 

Christmas Carols on 24th December: 

5.30pm at St Benedict’s 

7.30pm at Our Lady’s 

4th Candle - LOVE 

NB:  There is no Confession on Friday 27th or Saturday 28th December. 
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Our treas-
urer, 
Pamela 
writes …  

 
Those of us who give to our parish using a stand-
ing order, offertory envelopes and loose plate do-
nations contribute to the upkeep of our Church 
buildings themselves throughout the year. Thank 
you very much for this. We make provision for Fr. 
Cletus in a different way: 
When we attend Church at Christmas and Easter, 
money collected in the basket at the offertory time 
goes directly to the Parish Priest. This is his Christ-
mas or Easter Offering. His gift from us, if you like, 
for his pastoral care, leadership and hard work 
throughout the year. Should you choose to give Fr. 
Cletus a Christmas offering in this way, envelopes 
will be available in the PORCH of both Churches 
from the 4th Sunday of Advent. You can use cash or 
cheque (details below).  If you are a parish Gift Aid-
er, please write your name on the envelope, so we 
can record the amount against your Gift Aid total 
for this year & are able to reclaim the tax. 
However, some of us may like to give Fr Cletus a 
Christmas offering by using an online banking 
method.  These are the required details: 
Our Bank: NatWest Blandford Forum 
Sort code:  55-61-09 
Account Number:  07388381   
A/C Name:  PRCDTR Marnhull R.C. Parish. Pay-
ment reference: Christmas Offering.   
Thank you very much. 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
O Antiphons of Advent  
The “O Antiphons” are prayed for 7 days in preparation 
for Christmas: December 17–23. Based on Isaiah’s 
prophecies, they reveal the different titles given to the 
Messiah.  Each begins with the exclamation "O" and 
ends with a plea for the Messiah to come. As Christmas 
approaches the cry becomes increasingly urgent. 
O Sapientia (O Wisdom) Isaiah 11:2–3; 28:29 
O Adonai (O Lord) Isaiah 11:4–5; 33:22 

O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jes-
se) Isaiah 1:1; 11:10 
O Clavis David (O Key of Da-
vid) Isaiah 9:6; 22:22 
O Oriens (O Rising Sun) Isaiah 9:1 
O Rex Gentium (O King of the Na-
tions) Isaiah 9:5; 2:4 
O Emmanuel (God with us) Isaiah 
7:14 
When read backwards, the  first let-

ter of Sapientia, Adonai, Radix, Clavis, Oriens, Rex, and 
Emmanuel form the Latin words:  ERO CRAS. These can 
be understood as the words of Christ, responding to his 
people's plea, "Tomorrow I will be there."  
---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Centenary Year 2025 suggestions & ideas 
contact Rob by email: Rob.vitali@me.com 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Aid to the Church in Need (UK) has launched an 
Open Letter campaign calling on Foreign Secretary Da-
vid Lammy to make persecuted religious communities 
priority recipients of UK Overseas Development Aid 
(ODA)Please sign their open letter today: https://
acnuk.org/our-campaigns/red-wednesday-advocacy-
letter.   

**New** Advent 2024: Journey to Christmas 
and the Jubilee Of Hope 
A Reflection For The Fourth Sunday Of Advent by Mon-
signor Robert Draper and Jubilee of Hope news. 
https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-
69C49C1F7BAF1CE22540EF23F30FEDED 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
**New** Catholic Children’s Society, Plym-
outh Crib Collection 
PUTTING ALL CHILDREN FIRST -  
ESPECIALLY AT CHRISTMAS TIME             
Please take time to visit our nativity over the Christmas 
period.  The collection will be donated to the Catholic 
Children’s Society (Plymouth) as it works across the Dio-
cese spreading God’s love and giving families hope in 
times of crisis.  We continue to ask you for a combina-
tion of concern, prayer and action.  May God bless all 
our supporters and donors.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
**NEW** Holy Mass during January 2025 

Fr Anthony Cockram will be saying Sunday Mass for us 
from 5th January (while Fr Cletus is on holiday).  There 
will be Mass as usual at Our Lady’s at 9am and at St 
Benedict’s at 11am but there will be NO 6pm Mass at 
Our Lady’s.  There will be no week day Masses but we 
will continue with Morning & Evening Prayer, the Rosary 
and Adoration as far as possible - please check for con-
firmation in the January Newsletter. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS at St Edward's, 
Shaftesbury. 
We meet up once a month, if at all possible on the first 
Thursday, for an evening of formation and fun. The next 
meeting is on 5th December 7-9pm. If you want to know 
more ask Fr John 01747 852125 or  Valeria 07900 218 
354. Age from 13 upwards. Do invite friends/cousins etc 
even if they are not practising Catholics, or not Catholic 
at all: all that's needed is an open attitude. (Valeria 
Findlay-Wilson) 
-------------------------------------- 
3-17 Year old Residential on January 24 – 26 

2025 East Shallowford Farm, Dartmoor.  

Come and join other 13 -17 year olds from across the 
Diocese to explore the scripture Job 12:7-10. There will 
be workshops for you to join in these include: photog-
raphy; music; art and filming. East Shallowford is a work-
ing farm giving you a chance to meet the animals and 
feed them. There is a small charge of £50 for the week-
end. Contact Saskia Hogbin for further information; 
youth@prcdtr.org.uk or follow the link to book: https://
forms.office.com/e/xVBd8tV0fG 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
We can still defeat assisted suicide!  

There is a clear path toward the assisted suicide Bill be-
ing defeated at Third Reading. Early analysis shows that 
at least 36 MPs supported the Bill but have concerns 
that mean they may vote NO at later stages. Just 28 
MPs switching their stance to NO would ensure it is de-
feated at Third Reading. We need MPs to know that their 
constituents want them to vote NO at Third Reading.  
Please take action now and visit //www.righttolife.org.uk/
ASvote to find out how your MP voted and ask them to 
vote against the Bill at Third Reading.   Catherine Robin-
son, Right To Life UK 
+44 (0) 203 488 7978  info@righttolife.org.uk 
righttolife.org.uk 
---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

**New**  CHRISTMAS 
OFFERINGS 
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