
Novena for the Tercentenary  
of Our Lady’s Parish, Marnhull 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th July – 13th July 2025 

 

 

 

Complete the prayer each day with the  

Tercentenary Prayer on the back page 

  



Day 1 – Gratitude for the Past 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Deep amid the vales of Dorset, 

Stands our lowly little shrine. 

Cast Thy glance of love upon it; 

Gentle Lady, make it Thine. 

Our Father... 

Daily Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for 300 years of faith, hope, and love 

in our parish. We remember with gratitude the generations who built 

and nurtured this community. May their legacy inspire us to walk in 

faith and serve with joy. 

Scripture  

“Stand at the crossroads and look, ask for the ancient paths: which 

was the good way? Take it then, and you will find rest.” — Jeremiah 

6:16 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

O gentle Mother, star so bright, 

You guide us through the darkest night. 

With grateful hearts we sing your praise, 

Through Marnhull’s long and faithful days. 

  



Day 2 – Faith in the Present 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Once this countryside resounded 

Loud with hymns of love and praise; 

Faith and Hope and Love renewing, 

Bring again the ancient days. 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Lord Jesus, You are the heart of our parish. Strengthen our faith today. 

Help us to be a welcoming, prayerful, and loving community, rooted in 

Your Word and nourished by the Eucharist. 

Scripture 

“Let your behaviour be free of the love of money; be content with 

what you have. God himself has said: I shall not fail you or desert you.” 

— Hebrews 13:5 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

O Lady fair, with mantle wide, 

You shelter us where we abide. 

In every Mass, in every prayer, 

Your loving presence lingers there. 

  



Day 3 – Hope for the Future 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 
 

Maiden, Mother, for us pleading, 
Bring us Light, O make us see 

The True Path for ever leading 

To Thy Gracious Son, and Thee. 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Holy Spirit, guide our parish into the future. May our young people be 

inspired to live the Gospel, and may we all be bold in sharing Christ’s 

love in a changing world. 

Scripture 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for 

welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. for peace”   

- Jeremiah 29 V 11 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

Through every age your light has shone, 

A beacon bright, a mother’s song. 

Lead us onward, hand in hand, 

To heaven’s shore, to promised land. 

  



Day 4 – Unity in the Church 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Sin and sorrow long have stayed us; 

Touch our earth-chilled hearts with love; 

Mary, Mother, save us, aid us. 

Lead us to Thy Son above. 

 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Lord, make us one in heart and mind. Bless our parish family with 

unity, peace, and mutual respect. May we reflect the love of Christ in 

all we do. 

Scripture 

“May the God of endurance and encouragement give you the same 

attitude of mind toward each other as Christ Jesus.” — Romans 15:5 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

Queen of peace, O gentle dove, 

Unite us in your Son’s great love. 

From altar rail to village street, 

Let hearts in harmony now meet. 

  



Day 5 – Service to Others 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Long our steps have strangely wandered; 

Turn the wandering steps aright; 

Guide us, Lead us, upward, onward; 

Out of darkness, into light. 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Jesus, teach us to serve as You served. May our parish be a place of 

compassion, where the poor are lifted, the lonely comforted, and all 

are welcomed. 

Scripture  

“Each one of you has received a special grace, so, like good stewards 

responsible for all these varied graces of God, put it at the service of 

others.” — 1 Peter 4:10 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

Your hands have healed, your heart has cared, 

With every soul your mercy shared. 

Help us to serve with love so true, 

And bring the world in peace to You. 

  



Day 6 – Vocations and Mission 
 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Deep amid the vales of Dorset, 

Stands our lowly little shrine. 

Cast Thy glance of love upon it; 

Mary, Mother, make it Thine. 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Lord of the harvest, bless our parish with vocations to the priesthood, 

religious life, and lay ministry. May we all respond to Your call with 

courage and joy. 

Scripture 

“The harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the 

harvest to send labourers to his harvest.” — Matthew 9:37–38 

 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

O Mother mild, O Virgin pure, 

Your “yes” has made our hope secure. 

Help us to answer God’s great call, 

With open hearts, surrender all. 

  



Day 7 – Healing and Reconciliation 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Deep amid the vales of Dorset, 

Stands our lowly little shrine. 

Cast Thy glance of love upon it; 

Gentle Lady, make it Thine. 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Merciful God, bring healing to our hearts and our parish. Where there 

is hurt, bring peace. Where there is division, bring unity. May 

forgiveness flow like grace. 

Scripture 

“He heals the broken-hearted and binds up all their wounds.” — 

Psalm 147:3 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

You wipe our tears, you calm our fears, 

You walk beside us through the years. 

O Mother, heal our wounds today, 

And guide us on the narrow way. 

  



Day 8 – Thanksgiving for Our Lady 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

Once this countryside resounded 

Loud with hymns of love and praise; 

Faith and Hope and Love renewing, 

Bring again the ancient days. 

 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

Blessed Mother, we thank you for your constant care over our parish. 

Teach us to trust as you did, to love as you do, and to always lead 

others to your Son. 

Scripture 

“Mary said, ‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Saviour.’” — Luke 1:46–47 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

O Mary, Mother full of grace, 

In Marnhull’s heart you have a place. 

We crown you now with songs of praise, 

And walk with you through all our day 

.  



Day 9 – Celebration and Renewal 

 

Hymn to Our Lady of Marnhull 

 

Maiden, Mother, for us pleading, 

Bring us Light, O make us see 

The True Path for ever leading 

To Thy Gracious Son, and Thee. 

 

Our Father…. 

Daily Prayer 

God of all time, we rejoice in this tercentenary! Renew our parish with 

the fire of Your love. May this celebration mark a new beginning of 

faith, mission, and joy. 

Scripture 

“Sing a new song to Yahweh! Sing to Yahweh, all the earth!” — Psalm 

96:1 

Hail Mary…. 

Glory Be…. 

 

Three hundred years of prayer and song, 

To you, dear Lady, we belong. 

With joyful hearts we now proclaim, 

Your parish lives to praise God’s name. 

  



List of the Clergy who have supported the Marnhull mission, Our Lady’s Church and St 
Benedict’s, Gillingham between 1725 and 2025 

 
1725-1748 Thomas Cornforth 

1748-50 Richard Molyneux SJ (senior) 

1750-1757 John Sebastian 

1757-1769 Richard Molyneaux (junior) 

1768 George Bishop 

1765-1768 Robert Cole SJ 

1766-1772 John Smith 

1772-1786 Edward Hussey OSB 

1786-1787 William Allen OSB 

1787 John Smyth 

1787-1788 Henry Bishop OSF 

1789-1819 John Stanley 

1801-1802  Charles Fryer 

1819-1820 Alexandre Simon 

1820-1821 Pierre Gilbert 

1821-1824 Romain Dessaux 

1824-1867 William Casey 

1839 John Larkan 

1839-1840 William Bond 

1867-1878 Thomas Spencer 

1878-1881 Walter Kiely 

1881-1884 John McCarthy 

1884-1891 Canons Regular of the Lateran 

1891-1897 Abbé Feron 

1897-1922 Alexandre Dodard 

1922-1928 Michael Weddick 

1928 Edward Moreham 

 Philip Martell 

1929-1933    Patrick Dwane 

1933-1937 William Moylan 

1937-1945 John Hug 

1945-1950 James Buckley 

1950-1960 Francis Gallagher 

1960-1962 Joseph O’Brian 

1962-1967 Terrence McCaffrey 

1967-1974 Thomas Hunt 

1974-1979 John Bolland 

1979-1989 Christopher Smith 

1989-2002 Michael Cole 

1996-2014 David Walford (Assistant) 

2002-2021 Martin Budge 

2009-     Deacon James Mackain-Bremner 

2010- Deacon Michael Turnbull 

2021-2023 Francis Straw OSB 

2023-2024  Joseph Nwiboko (Orlu Diocese) 

2024- Ibeka Onyebuchi Cletus (Orlu 

Diocese) 

Please keep our clergy, past, present and future in your prayers.  



Tercentenary Prayer for Our Lady’s Church, Marnhull   (1725–2025) 

 

Heavenly Father, 

With hearts full of gratitude, 

we gather to celebrate three centuries 

of worship, witness, and welcome 

in this sacred place dedicated to Our Lady. 

We thank You for the generations 

who built, cherished, and sustained this church— 

for their faith, their sacrifices, and their love. 

May their legacy inspire us to walk boldly in faith. 

Holy Mary, Our Lady of Marnhull, 

Mother of the Church and our gentle protector, 

intercede for us as we honour this milestone. 

Guide our parish family with your maternal care, 

that we may continue to be a beacon of hope, 

a refuge of peace, and a home of prayer. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

present in the Eucharist and in our midst, 

bless our parish as we look to the future. 

Renew our hearts, deepen our unity, 

and send us forth as joyful disciples 

to serve our neighbours and glorify Your name. 

May this Tercentenary year 

be a time of renewal, thanksgiving, and grace. 

And may the next hundred years 

find this church still alive with faith, 

radiant with love, and open to all. 

Amen. 


